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— T « juſtly bee 

Nation, that God hath honoured them with 

os l:ght in ſome momentous I ruths,above what he 
2 * — — 
f the Chriſtian Sabbath and ſpiruual in- 
ee ſalliaus between the Lz 
at their firſt conver ſion fion,& alſo iy their afrer walking in communion 
with God, are uſually obſerved as — hereof. And of the ſame 
— 9 ·˖[˖[* lower rank, are thiſe Truths about the in- 
God, which have been now for ſome years a con- 
2 —4. 2 which do alſo a IF 

| * and ableſt pens that are amongſt us. And 

| . God in his Providence towards the of this 


Tan ey = out the J e of the heſe Truths, hath been 


creme from the way that he hath walks ed into other 
Fer, whereas they roſe up from — apoſtuſie 
in Doctrine and Diſcipline at once, rogether with his abominati- 
ens in Faith, rejetting alſo his inventions im Church 3 
much as neither the Head, the Pope, nor bus Body in the prin 
Members of it, the Arch-Bi and Biſhops Peeks 
* Hierarchical frame, have at all been to be found exerciſi — ur- 
2 ws 24 755 e Reformed Proc — 
ſince t rejetling Popery : In 
2 he dof A hr 7 —.— 
Henry # eighth who j m from his 1 wprem 
2445 bis Territories, but yet ( 46 1s ob a Fife 
2 2.2 ee — _ for — br — only 
1 ma ure, the Amt [4 agon, 
— ll Ben, and can _ as would not 
ono And in this the ſeo deſign 
mare Ml to Lay open the laaiſemaſe eee of the > 
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\ : "4p 
het of iniquity” in this purt if un; which by bis infinite vi ſlim | 
* | 25 hath in 4 804d part accom plied 


44 
red. h 


ed for and. ſearched into theſe Traths, they 
ſuſtih deſerve, aud will have, a name and a glory, 


. [ide | 

1 this day do ſuffer for ; and therefore they are as likely as mnt o- 
* communicate further light in theſe points: God is never behind 
fund withmen, and as ſome ſpecial exerciſe of any particular Grace 


and encreaſeth it, and eftabliſheth the heart in it and with 
it's fo, the obedience and fuit h ſulurſſe of his ſervans ts any truth of 
| ſpecially if in an eminmm degree and manner, engageth God 
to na hnown more of his connſel and will in that truth to ſuch per- 
ſont; wid at under ſuch an engagement the Lord looks upon himſelf. 
1t is trut indeed the Civil Magiſtrates of that juris diction of the 
Engliſh"; New-England h lier wporr the River, Connect iquot, 
ſent theſe Queſtions to the Magiſtrates of the Maſſachuſets, and 
; they mintually called together” ſundry of the abliſt Miniſters of each 
Colony, id recommended to their ſearch and conſilerarion rheſ 
enqurr ier thus ſtared, this framed: And this was the happy viſe 
of this Diſputation; what is here thus tendered to the world, le- 
1ng the reſulr aud produtt of the conſultations and debates an this occa- 
fron had, which was by the Elders met together agreed 


A 


per erences about x. likely 2 and diſq uict 
2 W took thus prudent and courſe, timely to 158 
ns ok light, as ſatisfattion, — 
= brought forth difference in j 2 and perhaps — 
ſo, and that contentions, and they ſuch animoſities and paroxyſme: as 
wid afterwards more hardly be healed, than prevented. 
. Theſe Þapers came ſome moneths ago to England, and it was 
then in his thoughts that had them in his hands, to have made them 
publick;bur for ſome reaſons which then prevailed with him he forbore, 
Jet hath ſince given way thereto, part! 2 according to ſome 
int 1mation which he had from Neva d, that the Magiſtrates 
there would have ordived the printing of bew. But, not hearing 
ſince that ut is there done, be barb 32 way to the deſires — 
Friends here, who were acquainted with them, and with his 
ef them, che they ald nom thus be made publick.; hops withall, 
that what is — ein, vill not be unacceptable to thoſe everend 
f perſons, that were the authors 4 Diſpurion "Eſpecialh con- 
ſidering, that. God who formes the Spirit of thin hins, and in 
an eſpecial manner guides rhe hearts — ae of his fervent hath 
of Late [et awork, [ome of them in Old England alſono ſearch into theſe 
Queſtions, and communicate the 1/[ue of their enquiries to the world 
3 whence likewiſe many more , are awakened to deſire and 
» for further light in theſe points about which the main part of this 
Se ian is. ene and bleſſed Spirit, tha 
dads ad wok he hearts of all the Saints all the world over, 
— in this 4 ght . Wu wort, onthe hearts of the ſer- 
in Ol England and in New : From rere 


I N —2 8 
regel 653). „ 4s itt 

N AH moſt of us lere in England, being in the 
le of the dy of Bain, befremeft of our Chor 


, 


[ 


„ £ 


5 2 ly of. 2.9 
there nas 7 ſcovery h a ſearch here amongſt us; 
” the keeping us both the like tion ſtill, —— 


ing ws them and us, in an even pace, towards the ſame end of light 

u glory, which he will bring us both unto at laſt, And theſe Ba- 

den with the truths therein, having in themſelves xt to this 

= — the midwifeing of thens by the pyeſs into the publick and 

canon light, in compliance with the aforeſaid providence ( they be- 

 wng likely otherwiſe to have lien hid in a private hand or two) cannot 

bela upon 4s at all injwrions to thoſe honoured and reverend El- 

ders that were the Authors of them, much leſſe to any others ;, for tis 

here done, | ( ſaving the Errata of the preſs ) with ſuch faithfulneſſe 
% 1 Carmot be im peac hed. 

And this is the rather ſaid, becauſe perhaps the Reader may have 
been _ 8. other 1 which wrt gone abroad, and 
Jener 't ben, 4s lement of the Elders in New- 

| a 3 — rok had but — perſon for their Author. 

Co ut is indeed inthe 32 Queltions, the Anſwerer whereof was Mr. 

Richard Mather, and not any other Elder or Elders in New-Eng- 

land, who likewiſe is the Author of the diſcourſe concerning 

„Chur enant printed therewith , which latter he wrote for his 

ware uſe in bis own Study, never imending, nor indeed conſenting 

to its publication, nor ſo much as knowing unto this day how the copy 

of it came abroad into thoſe hands by mhm it is made pablick,, ſave 

that he com el lures ſome oh, ds from Mr. Cotton, to 

whons ( ſuch was their intimacy in his life time) he communicated 

it, & he writes in a late Letter to a Son of bus now in England who it 

* ſeems had enquired of him comterning thoſe Treatiſes ; and much leſſe 

u there any truth in tha which is ſaid in the Title page prefixed to the 

\ Diſcourſe of Church-Covenant, «if it were ſant over to Mr. Bar- 

nad Anno 1639; Mr. Mather having neither arquarntance nor any 
intercourſe by Letters with Nt. Barnard. | 

Wer indeed, ave theſe Papers, now tp hone declared judg- 

ment of all the Elders in Ne- England. there being but about twenty 
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3 e eg probe 7 he 


7 5 held in 


meer bps Ate abroad it is not 
| 2. 27 77 mut nom rum the ſame hazard with other wri- 
Fi. of thx 2 Some 8 which 1 fear will be wreſted 
+ mg or other to ſerve their own hypotheſis. It was in 
— thoug 9 ſome [| ial advantages for it, hare 10 have ix- 
ferted ſomthing as io whoſe particulars. for the prevention of ſuch ©: 
abuſe. But 1 (bail only ſay. this, ler but ſuch paſſages im this ſher: 
traci as ſeem moſt. to vary from what the Elders and Churches of 
TE have been ac counted to profeſſe feſſe and practiſe, recrivr 
an interpret at in as they will bear, from their amn declared ſud mem, 
either m_their 2 of Church e or in other ri 


advantages to 
—_— there, better than it 
T he deſign of theſe enquiries 
—.— = 
t ener 
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bw ure 

. a7 bleak, 

" fer of » p = . . pre- 

— Fre: Toy auration them when c _ 
ot” os ee rior . way therero and are to be 
EET r nes 


perf Sth . Ti 22 "with wither * 
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AANSWER 0 20 Qussriovs. 


8 Hether, any Children of confederate 
1) Parents: be under their Parents Co- 
venant and members with them. 
' {nſw, Some Children of con- 
| ” tederare Parents are by meancs of 
their/Parents S in Covenant alſo, and ſo 
enen of the Chutch by divine Inſtitution. For, 
B Arg. I, 


gears that. Coveany doth inferre 8 
rene a5 being the formall cauſe thereof; For 
ate See of Covenant, are theteby the vi- 

People or Church. of God, Gen. 17:4. compared 
with Heut. 29. 12, 1 by this Covenant the Family-of 
Abraham, and fo afterwards the People of 1ſrael, was 
made and eſtabliſhed the viſible Church of God. 
2. Many were in that Covenant, which never were in 
ſaving ſtate of grace; Therefore that was the external 
or Church Covenant, which Cod makes with his viſt- 
ble Church or People. 3. Circumciſion ſealed that 
Covenant, which was the diſtinguiſhing mark. be- 

teen thole wichin and thoſe without the Church. 
But ſome children are in that Covenant fer ſubſtance 
which was made with Abraham, Cen. 17. 7. as appears 
by ee being rightly conſidered, and 

, do inſerre the continuance 6 the ſubſtance 
* that Covenant, whereby God is a God to his People 
and their ſeed, —— the new Teſtament, As 2. 39. 
Gal, 3. 14. with Gen. 28. 4. Rom. 11. 16, 17. the 
Cy of the Centile/ do partake of the root of cove- 

ing Abraham and of Olive or Church eſtate thereby: 
& 1 . * ot As The word [ Holy ] as applied to any 
of 3 — not 


in Scripture . iu N98 then a Fæderall, ox covenant- 
holineſſe, bur 8 oſten uſed in-rhac ſenſe, as Er. 9. 2. 
r and 14. 2. 21, and 26. 19, and 28. 9. Day. 


4Y fehildren, what doch it but refer 
us to tend never revoked covenant, common 


LO 


Rk 12 J. . 16. and where a covenant or fæ- 


eis. 


by e whereof Ar alam was the Partern- 
Tacher, Gen. 1. . J. And if Gentile Profelyres of old, f 
25 they and their children ſhared in that covenant; ſurely 
* Gentile believers nom ate not behind them in the like 
priviledge ; For the Gentile confederate believer is al. 
o g child of Alrabam, Gal. 3; 7, 29. Lom. 4. 11, 


Therefore he hath char covenant of which Abraham 
was a pattern ſubject, made wich him, vis. That 
God will be bis God, and the God of his ſeed, Lal. 
« 4 6 ihe 

A. 2. Such children 3 as re by Chriſt',- affirmed 
- tohavea place and portionin the Kingdome of Heaven , 
they have a place and portion in the viſible Church, and 
— 200 members thereof, But ſoit is with 
ſome children, Math. 19. 14. ' Mark 10. 14. Lak = 
16. The Propoſition is evident, for the Kingdom 

ol heaven or of God is ſundty times uſed to expteſſe this 
viſible Church, or Church eſtate, Math. 25. 1. and 
21. 43: and g. 12. And if the Diſciples might or ſhould 
have-kaown that tbhoſe children were to be admitted to 
Chriſt upon that ground, then the Kin Intereſt 
of ſuch children was a viſible ot knowable aad apparent 


thy 

__ ſhould expound it of the kingdome of Glory ;Þ 
. would inferrethe ſame thing : For neither may 
the Church exclude thoſe from her fellowſhip, . who by 
* "Chriſt his reſtimony ate viſible heirs of Gy , hor ate 
any in ordinary cout ſe heirs of the Kingdome of Glory, 
that are not of Gods viſible Church, ani Kingdome of 
Gracehere. And whit is there ſpoken by Chriſt him - 
ſelf; 25 3 ſtanding truth, and that under the term of 


the King&ome of Heaven ( 4 term in (peciall mittrmer ap- 
B 2 plied 


"01 - 


plied unto Goſpe * be doubted 
to continue in force in ale Chriſtian: Church of the new 
n . 

If no children be mombers of the viſible 
Cub, then was not the Lord Jeſas (when a child) a 
member ol the-viſible- Church, but none (we pre- 
ang, will venture to ſay ſo of Chriſt, * 

Ag. 4. If it were not fog no children might be Bap- 
ized”: For Baptiſme being a Church Ordinance, and a 
ſeal of being incorporated into the Church, 1 Cor. 12. 
13. and ſucceeding circumciſion, which was proper to 
the Church, none can be ſubjects immediately capable 
thereof, but Church · Members; Nor doth the Power 
of Officers, as ſuch, extend further then to the Churches; 
as they cannot judge, ſo they may not Deprizs them 
that are without, or non - members. 

Arg- 5. They that are ſome of che Diſciples intend- 
abi in Mat, 28. 19. ate Church-members. Fot as the 
term [ Diſciples I is N uſed for Church Mem- 
bers, Ack. 6. 1, 5. and 9. 26. and 14. 225 23 27, 
28. and 18. 27; an f. 22. with Chap. 21. 16. and 
10. 7. So this ſenſe thereof beſt ſuits that place in 
Mut hem 28. 19. becauſe the Diſciples there are the 
immediate ſubjects of Baptiſme, and ſo of being called 
by God bis name, the wonted Title of Chutch- Mem- 
bis dd, becauſe they are ſuch as are ſubjected to Chriſts 
School, to Chriſts Doctrine and Diſcipline, and to the 
authoritative reaching of his Miniſters, and obſerva- 
tion of all ching; that ſhall be ght by them, 
ver. 20. 

But ſome children are ſome oh. the Diſcip les intend- 
— 4 — 28. 19. For 1. ſome children — ſome of 


-—_ whom. * ** es in accompliſhing that com- 


miſſion, 


Dips eng Thoſe whom the 

chers would have reduced; under the yoke of 
ED ton,. they were ſome of thoſe whom the Apo- 
es ACC ounted Der en whom the Apoſtles had 
8 = bar ſomę chi * were ſome oftho'e whom 
x: 1 ers would haye reduced under the yoke 
ol circumci ion, lor they would have had both Gentile. Pa- 
rents and child fen circumciſed,” after the manner of A- 


b 


6. v. J. Wh Exod. 12.48.49, & Ada. And 
abeApoſt! af took in children with Parents when 
vey were converſang in the werk of Diſcipling, fur- 
appears from Ads 3.39. & 16. 15,31,33˙1 Ce. . 
14. 2. Some children are under the promiſed teaching 
od, Il. 54. FA And, the Word chere uſed is ten- 
e bog 3. Some children doiſibiy 
15 Mark, 10, 14. Foſb. 224,5. There 

iſciples, Compare Mat. 10, 42, with Mart 9. 41. 
4. When Chriſt faith, Diſciple all, Nations; he bids 


e e 
C C portion 
N T — ce nne ſome. chil- 


| 97. They that are ; (abject of, the Lords "viſible 
0 8 ſervants and children of the Lords 
F uy, the are Members of the Church, which js cal- 
the Lotds m, and Houſe, and Family in the 

| ipture: Bur ſoare fs children, Exeb.37.25,26,37> 
is Davids, 4. e. Chriſts Spiritual-Goſpet-Kingdom, 
a aks of; and that in reterence unto viſi- 
e vor EC eſtate. That ſome children are 
wel 2 7 5 1 25 Teu. 25. 39,41,42. And that, 
common right GENA on onely, or deſignment 


—— ome particular ſetvlce ; but of ſpecial Redempring 
| aud. 


* 


3 
und cohſervatioh, there ſpbkten of. Aud ſurely boch 
childrens capacity ſo to be; and the Lords Grace ind Fa- 
vour ſo to accept them, was not greater then, thin 
 Iinowy That they are children; ſons and dzughters of . 
God , ſee Nom. 9. 43 26. Cen, 62 Exch t6:20,21; & 
23.37. And hy were theſe children the Lords children 
-ptroperly and meetly upon the account of internal and 
\piriraal bers For that was not found in mat 
of the wry rr of ia che places mentioned, not 
yet omy by Creation, for ſo others were Gods hill 
dren as well ad the children ef the Fes, and ſo the 
daughters of men were his Gaughters 45 well as the other 
were his ſons, Ge 6. 2. Therefore — are faid to be 
Gods childten becuufe of tbeit Covenant, and Church 
telation unte him; which was to — 
den of the Church; SETS Pr Net. 
2 pa gu compared with verſe 20, 
11 58 Selce be members of the viſible 
Oda cee well · gro pe ace 
. mary cr ſe of di ; of the Rlvativa 
Tofarkes - And the reaſon is, 8 
tion me to the Church, 1/a. 1411717 pb 2. 12. 
5.23 26. 422. HF. 2. 19.9, Thoſe 15 
are che. viſible Kingdom of God, are viſibly in 
e Kingdom of Saran; for de is the God of the wotld, 
4 And we men ddlivered, when they 
e Church, 1 Cor. 5. 5. 1 Te 1.20. So 
if children live re ee of he iſs Church, they 
hoe and die out of Gods viſible Kingdom. and viſibſ in 
the Kingdom of Saran: Aden; e ee. 
hope le) of rheir falvarion ? 
But roaccount the eſtate o all chat die children, fo hope · 
teffe and forloty, is contrary to che tender and rich mer- 


cy 
.%*_ 


* N * 7 4 

F he Lord)! and to the Doctrine of the "EY 
— ome children were Members of the Church of 

| in the old Teſtament, then ſome children are Mem- 
bers of the Church of God in the daies of the new Teſta- 

. ſome children were Members of the Chutch in 

. thetimeofcheold Teſtament; which though a Piuth, 

that we know not how any can deny, yet we may briefly 
evince and confirm thus; That children then were in 

CI, is expreſly witnefſed, Gen:17.7, Den. 29. 


2,05» Aud that * vongk ſuch a Covenant, or 


1.1 
on Aaron as to be Members of the Church that 


becauſe 1. They were in the ſame 
8 chat their Parents or elder petſons were in, 
and whereby they were conſtitutec Members of the 
Ern. 17. 7. Den. 29.10, Wen & 27.9. 
6,18. Fer. 23.11. Aft 7.38. 2. They were fub- 
jects ot a Church-Ordinance, never ceguhitly applied'ts* 
y our af the Sr wiz, Circumciſion, Ru 3.1, 2. 
were !ſ/ (i. e. In other words, Members of 
22 to whom pertained. Church pri- 


20 Ro” 9.4. They wete children of thie King- 


. and, ſuch as were capable of being caſt out of 
urch.eſtate, therefore in it, tat. 3. 12. Ram. 11. 20. 


15. 3 King. 17. 10, 5. They were viſibly the 
people by C rennt: even as the reſt of the 

ple Ro: che Le le, Exek. 16. 8, 20, 31. 
were children of the Houſe of feel, W oppo- 

ae er e. Perfons out af che Church, . 15. 
br a word, 9 they are ſaid or implied to be 

xr of the holy ( hel po eople, of the Lords 

IE, of Hel, of wy Circumci 


ee ef out of the Land of 205i, to make chem 


his 


of thoſe whom 
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8 No and congregati- 
7 99 e t x: a tobe Mem 
Ba kee Ae willhe about the BI ESA of 
the 1 oe and that may be cleared thus. 

1. If 9855 Church of 1 of che old N and 12 
With of the new Te 50 , 
kind efſenci 90 its * that if children were lem. 
xd ot that 1 — they are alſo Members of thele : 
For if they be the ſame eſſentially, and the ſame for 
kind, a they have the ſume Covenant or general 
efore. 8 which takes in the 
en, Gen. 17.7. Therefore the ſeed or 
El 125 in and of the one Church as well as the o- 
ther. But that the Church State then and now, was 
and is efſencially the ſame, is evident, becauſe it is the 
Ag W of God, and not another; which is ta- 
mem, aud given to us, M, 21.43. &. 11, 


12. d the Tame ſheepfold for kind. . one 
19 8 5 3 — 


and the in e were the Fews firſt, 
and the 5 after wards, Fohn to. 169 The 2 
are fellow; heirs with the Tem: of the lame 

pattaters ot the ſame promiſe, Eph.3 6. Te e arein 2 
fame root and Olive, from which. ſome of them were 
broken off, in which the Godly Fews not broken off, 
did ſtill continue, and into which t 7 all be graft- 
ed in again in time, neil i | mer tobeby 
of the Gemtiles,is expreſl a, hems 
Fe: wit hem, as Fa- 

phet ü gel in ide fea 5 = Gen. 9. %. And 
not that S hem: Tents mu be deiopsd, and other kind 
ilt for to inhabit: All which do ſhew 
now, is, nor eſſentially 
| | ( though 


2 * 
C ) 
7 9 


zh ſandry waies accidentally ) differing, but the 


| n x 
2% Again, If the conſequence be not good, then it 
will f low, chat ſuch 3 2 were — in by the 
zalpetioto Church · eſtate, were great loſers by embra- 
- cing.the-Golpel ;, and the children loſers by their Pa- 
© xents Faich, inaſmuch as though in the former ſtate, the 
Children were Members with the Parents, yet now in 
te Golpel-eſtate, the children by this aſſertion are all 
leſt out. Yea, then the children of thoſe Jews, Ace 3. 
Which before the Sermon, when their Parents wanted 
Faith, were in the covenant and Church · ſtate with their 
Parents, are now after the Sermon, when their Pa- 
rents are become believers, caſt out or fallen out of the 
* Church, A ſtrange and harſh Doctrine, that the Faith 
ot. che, Parents ſhould. ſet the children further off from 
God, and from his Church and covenant, than they 
were before. | * 
3. Thea alſo when the Fews ſhall be converted in the 
| ies 270 the new Teſtament, the Patents muſt, be 
bers of the, Church, but not the children, 4nd ſo 
they, ſhall be in 4 worſe condition than formetly, a8 nor 
haviag.heir children in the Church with them, as for- 
merly it was. But be ſides the harſhneſſe of ſuch 4 conclu- 
fi A GEL dann Iſa.61,9, & 59.1. 
5. Sek. 37. gg. | * 
* — Ang — be — that che Lord hath made dif- 
ference between the Adminiſtrat on of bis covenant an1 
Grace to his people in thele daies, from that which was 
in former times, yet as thele differences are not in the e- 
ſence of the Chorch-eltate, hut in accidental 34 in de 
gree, ſo whete any alteration is made,” it is ſtill for our 
advantage and greater benefit; and therefore out cove- 
'S nant 


"© 
nant is called à better covenant, and eſtabliſhed upon 
better promiſes, Heb. 7.22. & 8.6. And from this it is 
that the burden of ceremanies which Jay on them, is 
now taken off; the darkneſſe of Types and Shadows 
is now retnoved, and liberty is how given to worſhip the 
Father every where; whereas they' were for many 
things tied only to Feruſalem, and every congregation of 
Saints is now 2 Church entire within it ff, whereas 
then no finple congregation had ſuch Chiurch - - powet 
and entirenefſe of Jurisdition; but all their congr 1 
tions had dependance on Feraſalem, and all made up 
ohe National Church. Tn theſe things and ſome Aer 
that might be named, there is alteration made, but {till 
it is an Ateration for the better and for our advantage. 
But now for the Particplar in Queſtion, Tfchildren were 
then Mettibers of the Church, and now be not, here 
is an alteration trade for the worſet, and not for the ber 
5 age for our Arm but forour lofle 445 

our children put out o 3 Church, 
wing all the priviledges 2 A 22:24,25. 
hats. Pal. 89.3. 10 And therefore ſuch 
3 change may not be admitted For Chriſt by his coming 
Chi not 54 65 the 7 { not © — whole 
ur not) of an one perfon u rth, nor 

ey age or — erties. Lake 2.10. 
And ſurely 18 child | in minorit (as the Church of old 
Was, Ck 1.2. hath not à greatet ot place in 
200 nor is in better condition in reſpect of privi- 
than the heir that is full of age. And who can 

wo a place in Gods Houſe which is promiſed a8 ſo 
great a, Benefit, in 4.56. 5, 7. And accoumted fuch a 
Seh, dvantage, 2 Num. 3. 1, 2. & 9.4. Should be 


Ro, ut 2, part of that bondage and tutorage 
which, 


we 
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. Itchildren were once Church- members and do not 
Continue to be Church - members ſtill, then their Mem- 


92 


= - - 
belongs to children under age: Henes alſoadd 
Argument to prove the conſequence abaye mens 


ip muſt have been repealed by the Lord, who alone 
uid make ſuch an alteratioa: And if any ſhould affirm 


dat the Lord hath done it, it lieth upon them to prove 


it; and to (hew when or where ſuch an alteration was 
made, or ſuch a repeal may be found. But in the mean 
time, though it be leſſe needful to prove the negative, 


when - as the affirmative (in ſuch a caſe as this) cannot 


be ſhewed, yet let theſe conſiderations amongſt others 
that might be named for that purpoſe be duly weighed, 


. It the Lord had made ſuch an alteration, (that 


now under the new Teſtament no children ſhould be 
Members oficbe Church) then in all likelihood. © hriſt 


or his Apoſtles would have made mention of it: Wit» 


| 


neſſe their Faithſulneſſe: And how elſe ſhauld we know 


that the Lord had appointed any ſuch alteration ? but 


f Senne and bis. Apoſtles in ſtead of mentioning any 


ching, do confirm the coatrary, Mark 10,13514,16. 


Adts 2439, 1 Cor. . 14. And hence the Apoſtles writing 


Epiſtles to Churches, do ſometimes expreſly and di- 
rectly apply their ſpeeches unto children, Epb.6. 1. Col. 
3.20. Which ſeems to imply that they accounted chil- 


uren to be parts and members of the Churches unto 


whom they ſent thoſe Epililes, | 

. If che Apoſtles had taught any ſuch alteration, 
ſurely the Jem who raiſed Objections and controver- 
ſies about wat ters of far leſſer moment, and who did ſo 
ſtumble at taking away the particular Rite ofcircum- 
cifion (for though they had Member · ſnip and Biptiſm 
| C 2 allowed 


- (8) 

allowed to their children, yet that would not {atisfie 
them, without the Rite of cireumci ton alſo, 47s 16.3. 
& 15.1. & 21.21.) And conſidering alſo how they bad 
been from age to age wonted to this covenant and 
Church-eſtate of their children; Sure'y we ſay, they 
would have mide à remarkable ſtand at this, if 
the Apoſtles had taught or practiſed this diſcovenanting 
or unmembring of all their childten, and the Apoſtles 
would have needed both by preaching and writing to 
have beſtowed much pains to have quieted them in this 
point: But of any ſuch thing there is a deep and total ſi- 
tence in all rhe new Teſtament. 

Queſt.2, Whether all children of whatever years or con- 
ditions be ſo, as, 1. Abſent children never brought to the 
Church.” 2. Born before their Parents Covenanting. 
3. Incorrigille TR ren, or twelve years old. 4. Such 
4 deſire not to be admitted willi their Parents, of ſuch an 

. 
F Anſ. Onely ſuch children as are in their minority, 
covenant ' with their Pꝛrents; therefore not all children 
of whatſoever years and conditions. We do not hereby 
exclude ſuch as being defective in their intellectuals, are 
25 children in reſpect of their incapacity. That adult 
children are to couenant in their own perſons, (ce Anf. 
to Queſt, 6. 2. Children in their minority, though 
abſenr, covenant in their Parents, and are Members. 
with them, Dont. 29. 145. 3. Children born before 
their Parents covenanting, yet if in theit minority when 
heir Parents enter into covenant, do covenant with 
them and are Church - members, Gen. 17. 25. The whole 
houſhold of dia, the Jailor and others were baptized, 
therefore ſome children in minority which were born be- 
tare, except we ſhall deny ſo much as one child in mi- 


£ nority 


notit e e There x; no 
-— foffictent” reaſon at leaſt ordinirily)) tb conclude a 
chi ol ſeven, ten, or twelveyerrs old to be incorrigi-· 
1 — hid at the ages mentioned is infans in fo- 
Ferre, f. e. He bath no voice nor is capable of be- 
ing beird id 4 Church way, therefore not incorrigible 
8 tõ che Chureh. Their · obſtinacy at the years mentio- 
- fiedis not capital: By Gods Law, Dent. 21 18. There 
is lil place for hope, Prov. 19 18. & 22 15. 5. Their 
deſiring or not deſiting in their own perſons daring the 
iges forementioned, is not to be attended as the ground 
_- of proceeding in this cafe, "becauſe the ground thereof 
is the covenant founded upon Divine Inſtitution ,- ad 

in- depending upon ſuch childrens de ſires. . 
Queſt. . Till what =_ they enter into Covenant 
3 whether ſi teen, twenty one, or 

S ls 1 07 99 1 Shad e 
| 2 As long as in teſpect of age or capacity they 
cannot according to ordinary account , be ſuppoſed able 

to act in a matter of this nature for chemſelves, ſo long 
they ſhalſ enter in by means of their Parents covenant, 
becauſe whilſt they are Children and in their minority, 
they are not otherwiſe capable of covenanting: "When 
adult; they are to — — — own Fe Ita 
ife and cettain age may here be preſcribed, ſurely it 

| — at leaſt dal, as may anſwer the example, 
Ser. 17. 25. Where Iſmnuri is admitted to the Seal by 
© his Fathers covenant ar thirteen years of age. Howbeit, 
tte bounding of adult and in- aduſt age, depending upon 
the judgment of prudence, much is to be left unto the 
diſcretion of Officers and Churches in this cafe. 
Queſt. 4. What Diſcipline a child is ſubject to, from ſe> 
ven its ſixteen years ola? F 
Tn" Anf. 


1 85 * iſcipline n 
8 . 2 Church · member diſpenſed — 
| —— —— as ſuch, by way of Spiritual wacch, 
rebuke, che. Luke 19.3, 4. t. 18. 15. Or more 
—— lor the act of the whale Church, diſpenſed by 
eof; as in caſe of publick rebuke, admo- 
r MIA x As 18.17. 2 Car. 2.3. 1 Tim. 
la the fitſt ſenſe, children in their minority, ae 
Gbjact to Church Ore immediately but not in 
ente 
2, It i the Duty: of the Elders and Church to call 
upon Parents to bring up their children in the nurtura 
. of- fo: pa and to ſee as much as in 
them lieth, that it be effecually done, Eph. 6,4. Offi- 
cers.apd-Churches reſpect. vely. aud Apoſles in mat⸗ 
wv \ practiſe. TERS 
3. Be ides — ſubjection to Ecclefiattical Diſc. 
plac, they age alſo ſubject to civil Diſcipline reſpective- 
al, heir — wp whether Domeſtical z 
Schalaſt or Magiſtrati 21111017 
Queſts, Whether 4 Fat her may twice Covenaat fer le 
Childrenin Minority in ſeveral Olure bes: 
CHnſ.1, When a Parent is called to remove from 
one Church to another, be is alſo called to enter into 
covenant in that Church to which he removes. Paal was 
firſt baptized and in communion at Damaſcus, Act. 9.29. 
Afterwards removed unto eraſalem, and joyned to che 
Church! there, v. 26 This, the very nature of order 
calleth for, becauſe otherwiſe he can — do al va 
duties, not enjoy all the priviledges of a Member, 
the one Church or inthe other ; not in the former, be- 
eauſe now he dwelleth not with them; nor in the other, 
becauſe though dwelling amongſt them, be joyneth 


not 


Ws 4 


is. of t With them in covenant. 8 
23. When the Parent thut — entreth into 
73 if; his children chenin/minority yenanc in tim: 
| PRES the power of Government over the child, 
3 be e 
Tis t of Churches when they give 
. 7 unto Parents, to inſert the dim Ron 
of the children t en in minority with them, = , + 
A. Adult children yet under the power of the pa- 
rents and removing with them, are to give their petſo 
nal conſent unto this tranſlation of t r Memberſhip, 
and ſo to be orderly diſmiſſed and received wich their 
Parents, otherwiſe they remain Members of ede Church 
of which they were before. 
Queſts. Whether the end of a Deput ity Covenant , te 
fro fu Na i . Cbilaren ripe 


Covenamting in re of ſhould 
"by a Deputy, 7 — are le theres 


. Children in de minoriry;whoſe immediate 
ts are a OUhurch- Covenant, do covenant in their 
53 lee "the proof *harevt + in — . 


2. Children adult ought to covenant in their own 
5555 To covenant in our own perſons according to 


; felife of this Queſtion, is nothing elſe but an orderly 
q — r Faith” or a per ſonall pub · 


ns] le; in an Boclefiafitall 


camples whereof 'we 
r Dent. 26. 19,18,19.. & 29; 


Io, 


(16). | 
10 » 11, Oc, And of Foſbua , . 
Of Aſs „2 oGhbronc 15, 12. . 185 2 
34.3132. $0 er. 50.5. A — — of which 
Prophe ſie ( for it extends it ſelf alſo to the ages after 
Chriſt ) we have accompliſhed Nębem galt. & 10.28, 
29. The Prieſts and Levites and many others there na- 
med, and their wives, and their ſors;, and their daugh - 
ters, every one that had knowledge, and that had un- 
derſtanding, did cleave unto their Brethren , their No- 
bles, and entred into a covenant and an Oath; to walk 
in Gods Law; ſo of the times under the Law. 
Concerning the times under the Go * in I/. 2.5. 
K A0. We readof the ſeed and off ſpring of acob 


and Iſrael, that when they ſhould be ſprung and grown 
up (I. e. become adults) they ſhould both by word and 
writing, byſayi * wich their hands, en- 

gage 122 unto the Lord. It is a part of inſtituted 


Soſpel Wan ſup. The ſame reaſon which called the = 
thers to confeſſion before, calleth the ſon alſo 


dult.- It went ſor good reaſon among the ems; "Y is 
of age, he (hall - forhimſelf ,; 75 . a1. What 
more meet than that the con teſſion gfouc3-ich tho 
be made with our own mouths when we are able? 
avoucheth them in the (ame day when they avouch — 
It is a: ſpecial engagement of the adult perſon, to per- 
form his covenant, falls. 10. I have-ſworn and wil 
Ros Hir 195 0 nem or; 

Lady, Its aduty, (compꝛred with othe 80 8 
ly commended in the-Seriptures,, from the ſubject there- 
ot, vis. N Believer, Rom, 10. 10. Every. believer is a 
; canfeſlor, From the matter, the 3 M Truth, 7.6. 

The Doctrine of See Heb r Goa 

| | he manner (others not being 

OI excluded 


"x o hos 
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3 excluded, as we are callec thereunto, 1 Fer. 3. 15.) In a 
- Churchway, Mat.16.16,19. Paul, 2 Cor. 9. 13. in a ſpe- 


-_ cial manner commends the ſubjection of the obedience of 


the Church aſtipulation of the Corinthians : From its ex- 
| rellency, a good Profeſſion, /1 Tizs, 6.12. A good con- 
feſſion, v:13. Its giving glory unco God, 2 Cor. g. 13. 
Its victorious exemplarineſſe in reſpect of men, Rev. 
12,11, The bleſſing upon the ſincere performance there- 
of, Heb. 11. 13,16. Mat 10. 32. With the heart man be- 
lievech unte righteouſaeſſe, and with the mouth con- 
feſhon is made unto ſalvation, 

Queſt. 7. Whether as large Qualifications be not required 
of a Members child to the participation of the Lords Supper, 
and the priviledges f votes and cenſures, as were requira- 
ble of his Parents at their firſt entrance? 

Anſ. The holding forth of Faith and Repentance with 
An ability to examine themſelves, by way of confeſſi n, 
to the judgment of Chaxity, were all requirable in the 


Parent for admiſſion into the Church to full communi- ce he Plat- 

on, and the ſame is requiſite for the regular admiſſion of Chuch vite 

the Parents child 2 adult, unto his full com- hne, cap 
U. * 12.6.7. 


munion with che Ch 
For the clearing of this Propoſition two things are to 
be proved. 1. That they are to have Faith and Repen- 
tance. 2. That this Faith and Repentance muſt appear 
to others. a | 
"\'Firft,They are to have Faith & Repentance. i. Becauſe 
Examination is the duty, and Faith and Repencaace are 
the matter of their Examination, without boch the be- 
ing and exerciſe of which, they cannot come worthily 
to the Lords Supper, which is the end of their examina- 
tion. 2. From the end of the Lords Supper, which is 


inſtituted, not for tegenetatioa, but for 1 
N D an 


Og. 


and confirmation. *'Tis-2 Supper and. a Seal. 
That their Faith and Repentance ought to appear to 
others, is manifeſt thus; The Officers ought to be wiſe 
and faithful ſtewards, no to ſuch it belongs not only to 
diſpenſe a portion in teaſon, but to (ee alſo that thole to 
whom it is diſpenſed, are meet to receive their portion, 
Luke 12.42. 1 Cor. 4.2. The Lords Supper cannot regu» 
larly beadminiſtced to any receiver, concerning whom 
perſonally, according to Truth, in the judgment of chari-- 
ty, the Miniſter cannot ſay, Take and eat, this is the 
body of the Lord Jelus which was given for you: But 
this the Miniſter cannot ſay with good Conſcience to 
any one upon his meer having of Faith and Repentance 
without a viſible holding forth of the ſame to others in 
their own perſons, becauſe both the exerciſe of reaſon 
and the exerciſe of Grace are requiſite to the taking and 
eating here required. As this proves the aſſertion con- 
cerning the Officers, ſo 1 Cor. 10. 15, 6,17. proveth the 
lame concerning the whole body, becauſe in a regular 
celebration of the Lords Supper, the whole Church doth 
judge all the partakers thereof to have ſpititual commu- 
nion with Chriſt crucified, and one with another as one 
body in bim. It is the duty of the Church and Officers 
reſpectively (as the keepers of the holy things ) ſo to 
diſcern between the holy and prophane, the clean and 
the unclean, as that the Sacrament may onely be admi- - 
niſtred unto worthy reccivers , Exek, 44.7, $,23. But 
this cannot be, except the premiſed eſſentiall requiſices 
be made appear to them in judgment of Charity. Con- 
cerning the power of voting, it is not rational that they 
ſhould exerciſe a Church · power as to the adminiſtration 
of Church- Ordinances, which voting implies, who 
themſelves are unfic tor all Ordinances, They who wa 
thus 


i 019) 
cms unfic will abuſe the Ordinances themſelves, and 
_ admitand recain unworthy Officers and Members, and 
diiſcoutage the worthy, and therefore power in the 
hands of ſuch is not for. edification, but for deſtruction, 
cConttary to the mind of Chriſt, 2 Cor. o. f. 
Qaueſt. 8. Whether by Covenant ſeed, is meant the ſeed of 
immediate Parents ontly , or of remote alſo ? | 
An. The Goſpel by Covenant ſeed, intends only 
the ſeed of immediate Parents in Church Covenant, as 
appexrs from 1 Cor. 7. 14. The Parents there ſpoken cf 
are immediate Parents, their Progenitors were Heathens. 
The Goſpel extends nor the external Covenant beyond 
the immediate Parents: If neither of the immediate Pa- 
rents be in Covenant, their children ate unclean; (ee 
the Text. The next Parent may bring in his ſeed, 
though his Progenitors be unbelievers; and the next 
Pirents may cut off their ſeed, though the progeni- 
tors be believers; wirneſſe the inſtances ot Iſmael and 
fas, Fer. 9. 15, 16. Exel. 32 29. Pſal. 83. 5. Mal. 1.4. 
Cen. 21. 10. Otherwiſe there can no generation be given, 
 wherethe Covenant Intereſt of poſterity can expedient- 
— 7 — ; Depings #bi ſiſtam, Shew us where we 
make our ſtand, © The —_— expoſeth the 
Churches to inevitable and intollerable impart- 
ries, Py 
Queſt. 9. Whether adopted Children and bond ſervants 
bt Covenant-ſeed ? | 
nf. Adopred children and Infant · ſervants, regu- 
farly and ab 


olntely ſubjected to the Government and 
difpoſe of ſuch of Families as are in Church. cove« 


nanr, though they cannot be ſaid to be their natura ſeed, 
pet in regard che Scriptutes ( according to che judg- 
ment of many Godly 


ed) extend to them rhe 
D 2 ſame 


(26) 

ſame Covenant priviledges with their natural feed, we 
judge not any Churches who are like - minded with 
them, for their practiſe herein: All which. notwith- 
ſtanding , yet we deſire at _ preſent to leave this 
Queſtion without all prejudice on our parts to after free 
diſquiſition. | 

Queſt· 10. Whether the child admitted by his Fathers Ca- 
venant, be alſo a Deputy for bis ſeed, without or before per- 
ſonal Covenanting, or without & before like perſonal quali- 
fications in kind, as his Father mas to enjoy when he became 
4 Depmty * 

Anſ. The meaning of this Queſtion in other terms 
we conceive to be this; whether the child of a perſon 
joyned in Church · Covenant by means of his or her im- 
mediate Parents Covenant, though ſuch a Parent be 
not admitted to, nor qualified for full communion, nor 
have covenamed in their own perſon, whether we 
ſay, the child of ſuch a_perſon, is to be . baptized: 
Whereuato we anſwer, in theſe following propoſiti- 
ons. | ad P 

Propoſ,1.. Infants either of whoſe immediate Parents 
are in Church Covenant, do confæderate with their 
Parents, and are therefore Church- members with them. 
See Anl. to. Queſt.r. n 

 Propeſ.2, It is the duty of thoſe Infants when grown 
up to years of diſcretion, though not yet fit for the 
Lords Supper, to own the Covenant they made with 
their Parents, by entring thereinto in their ops - 
ſons, and it is the duty ofthe Church to call upon them 


for the performance thereof; as appeareth by Scripture 
_ of perſons both called * and r into 
nant, many of whom could not be looked upon as 


pgerionally, Gracious, and therefore not fic for all Ordi- 
| | ä nances 


+ Baptiſm for them, we (wich due reverence to any 


: (21) 
© nances and full communion} Dent. 29. 12, 14 2 Chron, ta. 
1. 2 Chrom. 34. 31,32. Where it is mentioned as rhe 
performance of a duty whereto they ſtand obliged by 
the Covenant made in their Infancy, , 

Propoſ. 3. Being accordingly called thereunto, if af- 8 
tet Church-admonition and other due means with pati- 
ence uſed, they ſhall refaſe the performance of this great Sce the plat- 
duty; ot in caſe they /ſhall ( notwichſtanding like e, 47. 
means applied) any otherwiſe continue ſcandalous; it 12.3. 

is che part of the Church to proceed with them to the 

cenſure of excommunication, becauſe the Facts ment 
oned deſerve excommunication, 2 Chron; 15. 13. Mat. 
_ 2 Cor, 5. 11. 2 Theſ.3. 6, 14. And the pet ſons 
- are. Church-members, being confederate with their Pa- 

rents; and the Church as the matter requireth, admi- 
niſtrech Diſcipline to the Members thereot, without re- 
ſpect of perſons, according to their capacity, 1 Cor. 5. 12. 
L'Ti%. . 21. Add hereunto, the inſtance ot thoſe-who 
are ſeparated from the Congregation, for their non · ob · 
ſervance of chat Covenant, Ezr,10. 3, 7,8, Together 
with the examples of Cain, Ismael, and Eſaw, not a 
little contributing to the truth of this aſſeruon, by way 

Propoſ.4.. In caſe they underſtand the grounds of Re- 
ligion, are not ſcandalous, and ſolemnly own the Cove- 


nant in their own perſons, wherein they give up both 
themſelves and their children unto the Lord, and defire 


Godly Learned that may diſſent) ſee nat ſufficient 
cauſe. to deny Baptiſm unto. theic children, theſe, 
. xeaſons for the affirmativęg being propoſed to conſi- 
deration. 4 a6 | 

1, Church Members without offence and not baprtic 


zed, 
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— we to be baptined .. 
Tbe children in Queſtion are Church Members wich- 
dut offence and not baptixed. 
; 8 the children in Queſtion are to be bapti- 
2. Children in the covenant of Abrabiam: as to the 
ſubſtance thereof, 1. e. To whom the promiſe made to 
Abraham, as to the ſubſtance thereof doth belong, are to 
be baptixed. 
The children in Queſtion are children in the cove- 
nant of Abraham, as to the ſubſtince' thereof. 
* u 1 op dde children in — are to be bapti- 
2 
3. Children in ds ame eſtate with choſe children 
vir the Law, unto whom the ſeal of the righteouſ- 
neſſe of Faith, becaaſe in that eſtate was by Iaſtitution 
Divine to be applied, the Precept for ſo doing not 
— — „and the reaſon tor ſo doing fill remaining are 
to 
But the Hhildrenin Queſtion are children in che (me 
eſtate ( is. regularly in Cburch-· covenant ) wich 
thoſe children under the Law, unto whom the ſeal of 
the righteouſneſſe of Faith, becauſe in that eſtate wis 
dy Iaſtitution Divine to be applied ; the Precept 
for ſo doing not repealed, and the reaſon foro doing 
ſtill remaini 
Ng the children in Queſtion are tobe bapri 
4. Either the children in queſtion ire to be baptized, 
s rhe er the application of the 
regularly in Charch-covenant , unto 
—_—_ the Moſaical diſpenſation commanded 1 it to be 


applied. 
8 But 


( ) | 


Bot ehe Goſpel deſpienſation-forbids not the applicati- 


on ofthe ſeal unto children regularly in Church-cove- 


nant, unto whom the Moſaical diſpenſation commanded 


it to be applied. 


- Therefore: the children in queſtion are to be bapti- 


f 
R 


The contrary opinion infers that the Goſpel bereaveth 
the child ten mentioned ( at leaſt in a conſiderable de- 
gree) of their glory, advantage, mercy, bleſſing, and 
that in chis reſpect it caſts reproach, yea brings 4 
tage, 4 judgment, à curſe upon them , Foſh. 5. 9. 
Rem. 3. 15 2. & 9.4, 5. This ſeems to be a leſſe Evangeli- 
call Tenent, the nature of the Goſpel being to enlarge 
and better, not to contract and diminiſh the external 
diſpenſation of Grace, | 

$5. Children. unto whom the Goſpel teſtifieth both 
the promiſe and baptiſme by vertue of that promiſe, to 

ought to be baptized. 

The children in queſtion are children unto whom 
the Goſpel teſtiſieth both the promiſe and baptiſm 
by vertue of that promiſe, to belong, Acts 


Ho JF 1 | 
Therefore the children in Queſtion ought to be bapti- 
zed. * 1 
obj. The Parent though a Church- member, ownih 
the Covenant in his on perſon, and qualified accord 


ing to the premiſes, is not admitted to full communi- 


child is 2 


on, tberefote the child ougbt not to be bapti- 
Anſ. The Church-act onely, and not any other act 
( much leſſe defect) of the Parent is by Divine Inſtituti - 

accounted to the child. The, memberſhip of the 


diſtiact. memberibip, rom the memberſyp 
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Os | 
of the Parent, Ia cafe the Parents memberſhip ceaſeth 
by death or cenfure, the memberſhip of the child remain- 
eth ſtill. The memberſhip of the child is the ſame in 
kind with, and not inferiour to the memberſhip of the 
Parent, Memberſhip is 4 Relation, and therefore ad- 
mits not of magis and minus, more or leſſe: Members 
are better or worſe, and communion is more or leſſe; 
but memberſhip admits not of degrees. Benjamin an 
Infant, but of an hour old, is as truly a ſon as Reuben, 
a man of twenty two yeats of age. The child is bapti- 
zed by vertue of his own memberſhip, and not by vertue 
of his Parents memberſhip. The Parents death 
tg with us an”. obſtacle of the Childs Bap- 
tiſm. nn 

Propoſ. 5. The ſame may be ſaid concerning the chil- 
dren ot ſuch perſons in queſt on, who being dead or 
neceſſarily abſent, either did or do give the Churches 
caule in judgment of charity, to look at them as thus qua- 
li fied, and ſuch, as had they been called thereunto would 
ſo acted: For in Charity that is here done interpreta- 
rively, which is mentioned in the fourth Propoſition 
expreſly. "3 
_ Propoſ.6. Though the perſons forementioned own 
the Covenant according to the premiſes, yet before they 
are admitted to full communion (7. e. To the Lords 
Supper and voting) they muſt ſo hold for th their Faith 
and Repentance, unto the judgment of Charity by way 
of confeſſion in the congregation, as it may appear unto 
the Church, that they are able to examine themſelves 
*and to diſcern the Lords body. See the proof hereof in 
eto Neef. j. pen 
elt. 11. Whether childyen begotten by au excommuni- 
care er ſon art to be baptiz4d, he ſo remaining ꝰ 


An. 


ſeed}, belongs (under the Goſpel) — to the ſeed 


of immediate Parents in Covenant. 2. Excommyni- 
ente Parents are to be looked at in Chu ch account as 
Heathens and Publicans; now the Church ought not to 
baptize the children of thoſe which ſhe is to account as 
Heathens & Publicans, becauſe theit children are unclean, 
r Cor. y. 14. 3. To baptize the children of the excom- 
municate, is to have Church communion with the ex- 
communicate : But thoſe that w are forbidden to have 
civit communion with, 2 Cer. J. 11. We are much 
m_ forbidden to have - Church Communion 
wit 

Queſt. 12. Whether''a Child born of 4 juſtly fas 
0 yet not attrally excommunicate , be 0 . 
Ses? 

A 


We agſwer afficmatively. f. Becauſe the chil4 
-member vertue ot his cov with 
foundation of the covenany 

tis Divine -Inſicarige, 
. which imputes the — Act only, ang, not 
0 other Act of the Parents to the child. 


| ybether 4 Members Childs. vb. ar 
. e en e bene ee . 


211 145 ty 


e This in ſcope wich All. 
e refer thither —— AT 
. 14. Whether a Members Child be cenſurable 
thing but ſe 8 4 wh alſafor ae. 
See 


embers child (like xit is with all other 
E members) 


Ones $194 


0 1 

members) is cenſur ly 
178.1518. 1 Cor. 5. 11. Conſeq 
inexperience when ſcandalo 
experience though blame: ”% | 
14.1. Heb 5.12, Lukes < 

Queſt ISO Whether a Members hild muſt only cxa- 
mine himſelf , and may not be examined by others af bi fit 


R him- 
felt, and yet he is alſo ſubjeR to the examination of 
others 


. Becauſe the! are to give an account, 
2 neceſſarily ppoſeth that God hath given 
them power in ſome reſpects to take an account, Heb. 13. 
17. Ads 8. 37. 12 

ity Seelen to them to ſee that the holy things 
be not defiled, r re un- 
. worthy perſon, Eret. 44. 23. Mal. 1. 6, 7, 9. & 
2.7. . 
| 7: Yotench by queſtion and naſwver is the matt prox 
abe e baer and edification o he 
t commended occaſionally, to the 
ofthe Churches, Gal.6.6. 


nat n by the Elder in 
; conclade affirmatively, 


de 9 that Fame, and 
prepare in private, for the more 


ions of things in publick, 47s 
2 
— 1 Xs 


Publick 


1 


\» Publick examination we allo conceive to be ri 
' adificition or due ſatis faction of the Church ling 
thereunto, yet alwaics orderly, that is, by approbation 
of the Presbytery, and the immediate propoſal of 
he queſtions by them, to the examinate, Rev. 2.2. 
1 Cor. 14. 40. 
Queſt. 17. Whether the ſame grown Members Child 
muſt not be examined of his Charitable experience; 
__ Baptiſm , as well as before the Lords Sup- 
er 

Anſ. We think the Elders d well to rake an acconnt 
4 _ dren, 2 the tiples of Religion ac- 

3 their capacity, before they be baptized, If 

the children Cold of in the queſtion: be yet in their 


their tight unto Baptiſm being tounded con- 
ie —＋— 


the Covenant made in their Parents; 
hi 3 is to be looked at 45 conducing to the 
better application, but not to the being of. their Bap- 
tiſm. But if they be adult, they are to give an account 
of cheir Faith and Repentance, in cheit own perſons, be- 


r 8.36, 5 Mu 3.6. Sec 40. 
6* | : 
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Queſt.18, Whether baptized Children ſent away from 
2 Church for ſeitlement, and not incending return) 
* 4 — y to be accounted Members? um 


| children though locillyiinored {form 
. unto which they belong, ate to be acc dunt- 
ed Members, until diſmiſſion, death ot cenſute diſſolve 
that Relatibn, becauſe Chriſt the -Inſtirator of this 
Ne onely by cheſs wales | ne che 


Queſt.1 9; bei ler ' on cal Fajth and 4 esel b 


[2 fir'a "” Members j for e bee, 
2 Priviledzes, 


15 
$ | 
5 
3 - 
| 
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Eriuiledges, Air > muſt © ber examined” only «bout 
dent, nt 3 8 Io moet 5 
Ar Not only hiſtorical Faith, f. e. The meer 
1 7· of the ſundamental Doctrine of Faith and a 
blameleſſe life, but alſo ſucks an holding forth of Faich 
and Repentance, as unto judgment of Charity ſhewerh 
a\\ability\ro\;examine themſelves and to. diſcern the 
Lords bady, is requiſite to ſit a Members child for all 
Ordinances and Privũedges, and his blameleſſe life 
ES 2 Members child is to be examined 
g:theorher qualifications. ». 
and holding forth of Faith and 
eto e Ordinances, ſce 


blameleſſe 
tea ficient tobold ford theſe qualifications, ap- 


1. An Hiſtorical ach a meerly ſuch is inſufficient, 
Fam. a1. He 4 
2 eſte li is either taken * ſuch a confor- 
mity of the external man to the Letter, as exempts 
3 Phil, gt buck; a con: 

mary as -in t of Charity 
nends RO to che Conſcience of the beholder, 
aſure ſpititual, Phil. 1. 10. & 2. 15. 

deſle life in the firſt ſenſe.is not ſufficient to 

alifie for all Ordinances, but for our fieneſſe thereun- 
to, the Rule calleth for a blameleſle life i in the ſecond 
ſenſe: , Matth. 3. 8. 9. 2. 21. Beſides the 

ding forth of and ce according to the 


8 i bether if 4. Ciurol- Member harely ſa, 
eus ne, * ſeveny times ſeven times follow- 
- in 


, 4 
he relapſe intd the ſame grofi evils, as hying, flander, 
he. &c. He be to be forgiven, — adorn 
red? „ LL 
An. Though we alwaies acknowledge that the Holy 
One of Iſrael is not to be limited by man or Angel, as to 
the diſpenſation ot bis Grace, yet ſo far as we remember 
the Scriptures, ſeventy times ſeven times, i. e. 490 
relapſes into the ſame groſle fin, and repentatice is an 
inſtance” not extant there. Without the fruits meet 
for repentance, we are not called to forgive, Mat. 3. 8. 
Luk. 17.3. 1 24 
Notwithſtanding a Brother offends ſeventy times ſe- 
ven times, that is, many times, à definite number be- 
ing put for an indefinite, yet whilſt God enables him to 
1 our duty to forgive. Tis nbt the number 
| „but the holding forth of repentance in the 
offender , that is the meaſure of our forgiveneſſe, Mad: 
18722. A$ God. fer Chriſts, ſake fotgave us, ſo 
ought we to forgive one another, Epheſ. 4. 


— | | 
| — in words, I repent, and to gainſay it in 
deeds, is according to Scripture , not to repent, yea, 
rather to continue in impenitenc y, Tit. 1.16. Fa: 
* 2.18, 26. | | | 
©: Amn-ingenuous and ſolemn profeſſion of repentance, 
nothing appearing to the contrary, is to be accepted as 
ttue repentance in the judgment of Charity, Lak. 17.3. 
I Cor. 13.7. 
Queſt. 21. Whether 4 Member under offence and not 
cenſured, or not with the bigheſt Cenſure, can authorita 
tively be denied the Lords Supper or other Churchipriwi- 
es?: — 2 off 26G 1, 
—— None but the Church can Authotitatiyely 


deny 


| 
14 


"ny 
(8) 
Lee, e and e 8 only «beat 
1 = to try m * 

Not only hiſtorical Faith, . e. The meer 
5550 edge of the fundamental Doctrine of Faith and a 
blameleſſe life, but alſo ſucks an holding forth of Faith 
and Repentance, as unto judgment ot Charity ſhewerh 
ad ability to examine themſelves and to. diſcern the 
Lords bady, is requiſite to ſit a Members child for all 
Ordinances and Privũedges, and his blameleſſe life 
notwithſtanding, a Members "child is to be examined 

concerning che other qualifications. » . 
That both the x and gl th of Faith and 


| Kepentances, are req te to fit for Ordinances, ſce 


e 
a meer Hiſtorical Faith and every blameleſſe 
lifeas not lufficient tohold forth aufe qual tions,” ap- 
pears; u 
1. An Hiftorical Faiths meerly ſuch is inſufficient, 
eee leſſelife is either taken for ſuch a coufor 
22 is eit or ſuch a confor- 
mity ol the external man to the Letter, as exempts 
from — ee — — mae 
fortnity of the mane as in tot Charity 
commends a perſon to the Conſcience of the hehlcen 
8 ſpiritual, Phil. 1. 10. & 2. 57. 
its is the fel ka n er ſufficient to 
A Ordinances, but tor our fieneſſe thereun- 
For. pg Rule calleth A net like in the ſecond 
ſenſe „ Mauth. 3. 8, 9. 2. 21. Beſides the 
din we forth of bal and ce according to the 


| | Queſt:20%..17 heather f 4 Churcls. Member harcly (a) 
"ire pents. me, * em times ſeven times follow- 
e ine 


> 


(29) 


e, &c. He be is be forgiven, and not cenſu- 
red? 


Anſ. Though we alwaies acknowledge that the Holy 
One of Iſrael is not to be limited by man or Angel, as to 
the diſpenſation of bis Grace, yet ſo far as we remember 
the Scriptures, ſeventy times ſeven times, i. e. 490 
relapſes into the ſame groſſe fin, and repentance is an 
inſtance not extant there. Without the fruits meet 
for repentance, we are not called to forgive, Mat. 3. 8. 
Zak. 17.3. VV. A 
Notwithſtanding a Brother offends ſeventy times ſe- 
ven times, that is, many times, a definite number be- 
ing put for an indefinite, yet whilſt God enables him to 
r it is our duty to forgive. Tis ndt the number 
of offences „but the holding forth of repentance in the 
offender , that is the meaſure of our torgiveneſſe , Ma 
18.22. As God. for Chriſts, ſake. forgave us, ſo 
ought we to forgive one another, Epheſ, 4. 
26 - | i | ' 
q To ſay in words, I repent, and to gainſay it in 
deeds, is according to Seriptute, not to repent, yea, 
rather. to continue in impenitenc y, Tit. 1. 16. Fam: 
2.1 8 | | | 
05 —— and ſolemn profeſſion of tepentance, 
nothing appearing to the contrary, is to be accepted as 
ttue repentance in the judgment of Charity, Lat. 1.3. 
1 Cor. 13.7. | 
| Queſt.ar Whether 4 Member under offence and not 
d, or. not with the higheſt Cenſure, can autbor#s- 
tively be denied the; Lords Supper or other Churchiprizi- 

ledges? gn. 1 on 386-K.8 - 
ft. None but the Church can Authoti _ 

en 


ing he relapſe into the ſame grofi evils, as lying, ander, 


* 
© $4099” et > 4 4 
— —— 
* 2 — — 2 — 
. — . T - = —— * 
Xr 
1 
3 2 4 
tu x 7 1 1 A W 8 2 


; 


< 


- 


ina Brother 


l : ” 

a «>, * 2 4 \ 
, TT 1 » = 2 
* 


(300 


deny to the Member his acceſſe unto the Lords Supper 


becauſe the power thereof is only delegated to that ſub- 
jet, Mat. 18. 17. 

2. The Church cannot deny unto a Member 
his acceſſe unto the Lords Supper, untill (he 
hath regularly judged him to de an offen- 
der 


3. The cenſure of admonition ĩs the firſt act whereby 
a Church doth judicially declare a Member to be an ot- 
fender; therefore till the cenſure of admonition be paſt, 
a Member cannot Authoritatively be denied communi- 
on in the Lords Supper, or other Church-priviledges, 
becauſe of offence. 

4. After the ſentence of Admonition is paſt, the of- 
fender now admoniſhed, may be (yea thereby is) Au- 
thoritatively denied to come unto the Lords Supper, 
and to vote in the Church, becauſe he is judicially un- 
clean, Lev. 21, 3, 4. & 7. 20, 21- Mat, 5. 23, 24, 
Though he be not yet Cenſured with the Cenſure of Ex- 


communication. | 
5. All which f ing there are caſes where- 
apparently diſcerned to be in a condition 
readring him (ſhould he ſo proceed to the Lords Sup- 
per ) an unworthy Communicant, may and ought re- 
gularly to be adviſed ro forbear, and it is his duty to 


e en | 
6. Yet two things are a to be attend- 


ed. * 
1. That Brethren be not many Maſtets, taking upon 
them to adviſe and to admoniſh others to abſtain 
A — — the tiene, Fam 3. 1. 


2, That none forbear to come worthily, which is their 


dy, becaaſe to their private apprehenſion, another is 


ſuppoſed 


(3') 


ſuppoſed (at leaſt ) to come unworthily, which is 

their fin. F ee 

7, In caſe the Church ſhall ſee cauf# to adviſe a Mem- 21 
ber to forbear, and he ſhall "refuſe. to hear ken thereun- le 
to, his refuſal being alſa/ a violation of Church Order, 
addeth contumacy to his offence, ang thereby ripens 
the Offcader for Cenſus, 8 


1 4. 1657, | 
Boſton, N.E. | 
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Pit. 5. LI. D Rag. r. A. 2. 47. p.14. L 7. r. 2 cer. 2. 6. 
1.26, Al. 5. 19 I L.s.tor reaſon r. ſteſon, p.23. 1,39. for church ad 


I» cavenam- act. p.24. l. 13, 20. r. would heve fo. p. 2 6. 1.20,tor in t. i. « 


